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Emerald Green Snail
Papustyla pulcherrima.
The vivid green colouring
of this large tree-dwelling
snail makes it popular with
collectors and jewellery
makers. State Collection.

Welcome
Collecting, it would seem, is an
almost universal impulse.
Through time and across continents, humans have followed the
impulse to record, to store and to collect.
Collections serve to remind us. Of events that have befallen us,
of greatness achieved, of those we have loved and of the unique
environments we have explored. But the greatest thing about
collections, regardless of their subject matter, is that they help us
make meaning. Of our own lives, of the people who came before
us, those who seem different to us and of the environments in
which we live.
For the Queensland Museum Network, collecting and
interpreting is our mission and our mandate. Over the past
151 years, we have amassed an extensive collection of specimens
and artefacts chronicling the natural and cultural history of
Queensland. Known collectively as the State Collection, these
holdings are valued at over $458 million.
Our Natural and Ancient Environments collections represent all
aspects of the animal kingdom — extant and extinct, large and
small — from humpback whales, to dragonflies and fossilised fish
scales. These collections help us tell the story of change in our
environments over time. Our Cultural Environments collections
include transport and telecommunications items, textiles and
jewellery, toys, ceramics and cultural artefacts. Some items —
like show bags, coins, stamps and sporting memorabilia — are
collected purely because they are collectable. Some — including
the 30-tonne war tank Mephisto — are highly valuable due to
their rarity, while others — like kitchenalia — appear mundane
but are significant for the stories they represent.

But as remarkable as the State Collection may be, it is of little
value to the community if left unstudied. It is only through
ongoing, critical research into our collections that we can make
meaning, and share this meaning with our community. This
sharing transforms collections — from inert objects to living
collections, from dusty artefacts to objects that invite enquiry
and never fail to fascinate.
It is my very great pleasure to throw open the doors to our
stores and share with you some of the artefacts and specimens
that have been collected, showcased, preserved and celebrated
this year, thanks to the generosity of our supporters.

Professor Suzanne Miller
Chief Executive Officer and Director
Queensland Museum Network
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Chopsticks (wood and plastic)
displayed in the Collect-o-mania
exhibition at Queensland Museum.
Queensland Museum Network
Reserve Collection.

Profile
Queensland Museum
Network

Queensland Museum
Foundation

Discovering Queensland,
inspiring generations.
A museum for all Queenslanders
that actively partners with diverse
communities to enrich understanding
of self and place.

The Queensland Museum Network
receives less than 60 per cent of its
annual operating budget from the
Queensland government.

We are the keeping place of the state’s natural and
cultural treasures.
We bring these treasures to life through ground-breaking
research into critical issues and compelling visitor
experiences for all ages at our six public sites, including:
• Queensland Museum & Sciencentre, Brisbane
• The Workshops Rail Museum, Ipswich
• Cobb+Co Museum, Toowoomba
• Museum of Tropical Queensland, Townsville
• Queensland Museum Hendra Annexe, Brisbane
• Lands, Mapping and Surveying Museum, Brisbane
We are a museum unconstrained by borders, engaging
with communities and classrooms across the state and
ensuring objects, specimens and stories are accessible
through a virtual museum online, touring exhibition program,
Australia’s largest museum loans service, best-selling
publishing business and a professional outreach service.
For 151 years we have grown alongside Queensland, inspiring
communities to discover, celebrate and value our distinctive
natural and cultural environment and understand our place
in the world.

Because across the Queensland Museum
Network, we believe that the further we
look back, the clearer is our view forward.

We look to the wider community to help us bridge the funding
gap so that we can continue to care for our collections, carry out
ground-breaking research and create amazing experiences for
our visitors.
Over the past decade, the Foundation has raised more than
$8.8 million for exhibitions, activities, research, resources and
development projects.
The Foundation raises funds through donations, corporate
partnerships, bequests and philanthropic grants.
Each year, our fundraising effort is supplemented by a capped
matching subsidy from the Queensland Office of Liquor and
Gaming Regulation.
All operating and administrative costs are met by the Board
of the Queensland Museum, and therefore, every dollar of
support received by the Foundation directly contributes
to creating compelling museum experiences for, and in
partnership with, Queensland communities.
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Governance

The Foundation is governed by a
Board of Trustees comprised of
industry and corporate leaders.

Trustees

Ambassadors

Our Trust Deed provides for 10 Trustees,
including two ex‑officio positions.

The Foundation is supported by our Patron
Her Excellency Ms Penelope Wensley AC,
Governor of Queensland and a group of
Ambassadors who are active advocates for
the Queensland Museum Network.

Chairman
Mr Tony Schiffmann
MBA, SF Fin, FAICD
(from 1 May 2013)

Trustees
Mr Martin Albrecht AC

Mr Tim Crommelin
BCom

Mr John P. Dempsey

BTech(Civil), FTSEHon, FIEAust, FAICN, FAIM, DUniv(QUT)

GradDipAcct&FinMgmt, GradDipAgEcon,PNA, ACIS, JP

Dr Dennis Campbell

Mr Daniel Gschwind

MBA, PhD, DipLegalSt, FCHSE, CHE, FAIM

BEcon(Hons)

Professor Peter Coaldrake

Ms Anne Jones

BA (Hons IIA), PhD

BDesSt

Ms Nicole Hollows

Mr John Lyons

BBus (Acctg), GradDipCSP, GradDipAdvAcctg (Dist), ACIS, CA, GAICD

BEcon, FCPA, FAICD

Mr Vince O’Rourke AM

Mr Michael Pelly

BEcon, FCPA, FCIT, FAIM

Mr Robyn Williams

Ms Lynn Rainbow Reid
Ms Louise Street
Ex-offico Trustees
Dr Ian Galloway
BSc (Hons), PhD, MAgSt

The Hon. Dr David Hamill AM
BA (Hons), MA, PhD, FCIT, FAICD

Aboriginal shields and
spear throwers used
traditionally as weapons
or tools. State Collection.

Employees
Foundation staff are employed at the expense of the
Queensland Museum Network.
Director of Development and Strategic Partnerships
Ms Margot Andersen
BCI

Client Relationship Manager
Ms Fleur Lewis
BArts, GradCertBus
(1 July – 25 September 2012)

Ms Sonya Peters
(26 September 2012 – 28 January 2013)

Ms Sally Anna Hamilton
BCom, GradCertBus, JP(Qual)
(from 29 January 2013)

Donor Relationship Officer
Ms Margaret Templeman
BVisArts
(from 22 October 2012)

Ms Sonya Peters
(from 29 January 2013)
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2012–13
Highlights
145 species new to science described
by the Queensland Museum Network.
67,047 objects, specimens and images
added to the State Collection.

A
of information

330,000 records shared via the Atlas
of Living Australia online database.

An
Publication of the award-winning Flood and
Recovery: The Somerset Story; Rock ‘N’ Roll
George: Brisbane Legend; and 36 children’s
reading kits for Vision Australia.

of prose

14 per cent increase in school group visitors
across the Queensland Museum Network.

A
of students

818,377 people accessed our collections,
knowledge and expertise via the
Queensland Museum Loans service.
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A
of visitors

1,326,638 people visited a museum
in the Queensland Museum Network,
a 32 per cent increase.
1,085,363 visitors to the Queensland Museum
& Sciencentre, a 31 per cent increase.
1,130,675 online visits, a 35 per cent increase.

A

A Queensland Tourism Award for The Workshops
Rail Museum and a North Queensland Tourism
Award for the Museum of Tropical Queensland.

of awards

Queensland Museum Network and Energex named Queensland winners of
the Visy Arts and Environmental Sustainability category of the AbaF Awards,
acknowledging partnerships between business and arts organisations
contributing to environmental sustainability.

An
with community

10 new experiences co-created with Queensland communities.
The Queensland Museum Resource Centre Network played a vital
role in regional Queensland’s disaster recovery working ‘on the
ground’ with volunteers to salvage and conserve significant objects.
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The year
that was
The Foundation is dedicated to raising
the profile of the Queensland Museum
Network through innovative and
strategic partnerships.
During the year the Foundation distributed $1,117,984 to
the Queensland Museum Network and secured $720,169
in new pledges and donations, including our seventh
consecutive $250,000 matching grant from the Queensland
Office of Liquor and Gaming Regulation. Full financial
statements for the 2012–13 year are available for download
at foundation.qm.qld.gov.au/foundation-reports.
Fundraising activity for the year falls into two categories:
new projects and continuing projects. Read on for insight
into the diverse activities that resulted from the generosity
of our supporters.

Toy vehicles (wood, plastic, tin).
State Collection.
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Lloyd Hartnett motor car
(c. 1957) and a homemade
plywood caravan (c. 1945).
State Collection. Photographed
in situ at the Hendra Annexe.

New Projects
COLLECTING AND
CONSERVING

A wing of aircraft

The Queensland Museum Network’s Hendra Annexe is home to
Queensland Museum Loans, the Ancient Environments Collection
and thousands of other ‘large’ collection objects including whale
bones, motor vehicles and machinery.
In 2010–11, the Queensland Museum & Sciencentre underwent a
$14.3 million renewal project which included refurbishment of the
Transport Hall. As a result, the large winged and wheeled items that
had called this place home for more than 20 years were relocated to
the Hendra Annexe.
A provision from the matching subsidy was used to manufacture bespoke
stillages to house each of these items — including the Avro Baby, flown
from Croydon, England to Turin, Italy over the Alps by Bert Hinkler in
‘the most meritorious flight on record’, Acrohc Australis, the smallest boat
to sail the world, and the quadricycle used by the New Farm Volunteer
Fire Brigade — to ensure their preservation and accessibility in their
new permanent home.

A dossier of records

The State Collection is one of Queensland’s most valuable assets. Just like
the more traditional assets — buildings, machinery and motor vehicles —
the State Collection is recorded every year in the Queensland Museum
Network’s statement of financial position.
New acquisitions are valued using purchase price or fair appraisal in an
open market. Keeping track of the value of the existing collection is tricker,
because the objects and specimens have been acquired over the course
of 151 years. Simply adjusting historical figures for inflation is not enough.
We also need to account for market demand, fluctuation and, in the case
of obsolete and extinct items, rarity. For this reason, the State Collection
is assessed every five years to ensure its value is accurate for reporting
and insurance purposes. Regular valuations also allow us to compare our
holdings with those of our contemporaries to ascertain our position in the
national and international museum market.
During the year, a provision from the matching subsidy was used to
engage the Australian Valuation Office to conduct a rigorous verification
and valuation of the State Collection. As a result of this process, the
official value of the State Collection has increased by $41 million to
over $458 million. More than half of this value is attributed to our 15,113
primary types. Primary types are the single specimen designated as the
‘type’ from which all species and subspecies are named, and are thus
incredibly valuable and irreplaceable. The Queensland Museum Network
is dedicated to ensuring the preservation of these treasures.
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A clique of
A stack
photographers,
of vehicles
a conglomerate
of geologists
One of the very first donations to the State Collection was a
suite of 225 hand-coloured photographic works by pioneering
geologist and photographer Richard Daintree (1832–1878).

In 1868 English-born Daintree was appointed the first
government geologist for north Queensland. His subsequent
discoveries of gold and copper deposits and coal seams led to
the establishment of mines at Cape River, Gilbert and Etheridge,
spurring development and protecting Queensland from the
1866 Depression.
Daintree recorded his geological expeditions using wet-plate
photography. This method allowed him to produce several
identical prints; each embellished with varnish and handcolouring and adhered to a board or canvas backing.
From 1871-98 Daintree’s work was exhibited in 10 international
exhibitions as a form of ‘propaganda and education’, to promote
Queensland’s beauty and prosperity abroad. As well as being an
excellent example of a once revolutionary, but now superseded
artistic technique, Daintree’s images present a vivid picture of
the early settlement of Queensland.
Now more than 100 years old, the Daintree collection is
incredibly fragile and showing signs of deterioration inherent
in mounted and coated images. Thanks to a generous
donation from philanthropist Philip Bacon AM, during the
year our conservators conducted a complete audit of the
Daintree collection, stabilising and re-housing each piece for
storage to slow down the ageing process. Each piece was
photographed, some, using a Hasselblad H4D camera which
produces incredibly high (200 megapixel) images. These
digital photographs will ensure Daintree’s spectacular visual
record of life during Queensland’s prospecting boom can be
accessed publicly without damaging the priceless originals.

Six hand-embellished wetplate photographs of the north
Queensland goldfields taken by
Richard Daintree (1832–1878).
State Collection.

Before the advent of rail, horse-drawn transport was the
only means of overcoming Queensland’s tyranny of distance.
Toowoomba’s Cobb+Co Museum is home to the National
Carriage Collection — a fleet of wagons, carts, buggies, drays,
sulkies, carriages and gigs — that pays tribute to the era of
the horse.
In March, thanks to support from donors, Cobb+Co added a
1916 Australian Army General Service (GS) Wagon X to their
mayhem of vehicles. During World War 1 the Australian Infantry
Forces used GS Wagons to transport supplies, ordnance and
troops across the battlefields of Egypt, France, Belgium and
the Middle East. Since opening in 1987 Cobb+Co Museum has
sought a GS Wagon for the National Carriage Collection, to
illustrate the important role of horse-drawn transport during war.
This new acquisition, complete with serial number plates and
traces of original paintwork, is one of only two known examples
in Australia, and is thus a valuable and significant addition to
the National Carriage Collection. Over the coming year, the
GS Wagon X will be restored to its former glory by volunteers
and representatives from the local RSL at Cobb+Co Museum’s
purpose-built heritage trades factory.

A squadron
of tanks

The A7V Sturmpanzerwagen armoured assault vehicle known as
Mephisto is arguably the most valuable and most cherished item
in the State Collection.
While the tank itself is little more than an armour-plated box,
the story of Mephisto’s immobilisation at Monument Wood
(close to Villers-Bretonneux), and daring recovery from the
hands of German forces by a battalion of Queensland soldiers,
is the stuff of legend, synonymous with the ANZAC spirit.
Like many World War 1 survivors, Mephisto has its battle scars.
These dents, scratches, bullet holes and graffiti are tangible
reminders of bloody conflict. Technological advances in
Computerized Tomography (CT) scanning allow us to obtain
greater insight into the life of this 30-tonne war machine. During
the year, support from our donors was used to conduct a series
of CT scans and ballistics examinations on Mephisto. This
research will allow our curators to better understand and share
Mephisto’s battle history, and create a fuller understanding of
the tank’s long journey to Australia.
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In focus: a reef of coral
The Great Barrier Reef is one of the most
diverse and beautiful natural wonders of
the world.
A riot of light, colour, shapes and textures: the Reef is a
mysterious place with its own hidden language. Scientists
have been attempting to decipher and harness this language
for hundreds of years and yet, every day new species are
discovered, reinforcing the fact that there is still so much we
have yet to discover about this underwater landscape.
Today, the Reef and the industries and cultures it supports are
at a crossroads, subject to very real and very serious threats
from adverse weather events, climate change, rising sea
temperatures and pollution.
In 2007, the Queensland Museum Network participated in the
CReefs Australia project. This three-year scientific research
initiative, funded by private enterprise and federal and state
governments, included the systematic sampling of marine
specimens to assess the diversity, distribution and abundance
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of reef life from three major Australian sites. This project was
important because it provided, for the first time, baseline data
regarding the marine biodiversity of the Reef.
The Queensland Museum Network’s involvement in the
CReefs Australia project greatly expanded our knowledge of
the microorganisms, algae, plants and animals that call the Reef
home. Over 1,200 species new to science have been described,
and there is a vast amount of material still to be researched.
This knowledge is crucial, as it provides scientific researchers,
policy makers and the general community the information
needed to make decisions that improve the health and resilience
and long-term survival of the Reef.
Our capacity to communicate this extensive body of research
on the Reef has been greatly enhanced via a multi-faceted
partnership with BHP Billiton Cannington. This three-year
partnership is underpinned by our mutual goal to ensure all
Queenslanders — regardless of location — can appreciate,
celebrate and help preserve the remarkable biodiversity of
the Reef.
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In July, the first component of this partnership came to fruition
with the launch of The Great Barrier Reef: A Queensland
Museum Discovery Guide. This 440-page publication combines
stunning imagery — many of creatures never seen before, even
by the most experienced divers — alongside stories about the
amazing life-forms, diverse habitats and remarkable history of
the Reef. By weaving the equally vibrant strands of natural and
cultural heritage into a single narrative, The Great Barrier Reef:
A Queensland Museum Discovery Guide allows the reader to
take their own voyage of discovery.

Our collaboration with BHP Billiton Cannington is testament
to the great things that can be achieved through partnerships
with private industry. As well as highlighting the crucial role of
scientific research in understanding and protecting the Reef,
this partnership has also enabled the Queensland Museum
Network to disseminate our work through a range of mediums
— a publication, an exhibition and learning resources — raising
awareness, and most importantly, empowering Queenslanders to
take an active role in preserving this unique natural environment.

The second component of the partnership is the development
of a new, permanent exhibition at the Museum of Tropical
Queensland in Townsville. Launching in March 2014, Colour:
Secret Language of the Reef will explore the interconnected,
fragile nature of the Reef, the threats to its survival and the ways
we can all protect and conserve it. Colour: Secret Language of
the Reef will be complemented by a range of curriculum-tailored
outreach resources, allowing regional Queensland schools the
opportunity to explore the wonders of the Reef, regardless of
their location.

A profusion of brightly coloured fusiliers,
basslets, wrasses and damselfishes on the
Ribbon Reefs, off far north Queensland.
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EXPERIENCES

The cog-interactive within
Cobb+Co Museum’s
Energy for Life Discovery
Centre demonstrates the
relationship between size,
effort and speed.

A band
of collectors

In 2012 the Queensland Museum Network marked 150 years of
collecting. We celebrated this milestone with the What do you
Collect? initiative — an open invitation for all Queenslanders to
share their collections and collection stories online.
Thousands rallied to the call, and our curators then faced the
daunting task of choosing the collections to be showcased in a
new exhibition, co-created with the Queensland community. The
result was Collect-o-mania, which opened at the Queensland
Museum in March thanks to a provision from the matching
subsidy. Featuring weird, wonderful and random objects
including teapots, egg beaters, miniatures, medical instruments,
memorabilia and even a portion of ceiling from Brisbane’s iconic
Regent Theatre, Collect-o-mania celebrates the act of collecting.

A spark
of energy

Energy is vital for life. Almost every facet of our lives relies on
energy; from making breakfast in the morning, travelling to work,
sending emails or growing a vegetable garden.
In June, the Energy for Life Discovery Centre opened at
Cobb+Co Museum in Toowoomba.
Supported in tripartite by Energex, Ergon Energy and Powerlink,
this interactive science exhibition explores the ways we create,
use and store energy. Through hands-on activities designed to
expend energy, the Energy for Life Discovery Centre encourages
visitors to develop an appreciation of this finite resource, by
physically feeling and seeing how much energy is consumed
to power everyday devices, and considering ways we can use
energy more sustainably. Exhibition themes and activities link
directly to the National Curriculum and promote a range of
science-related careers through profiles of real people working
for Energex, Ergon Energy and Powerlink.

A wealth
of memories

World War 1 remains Australia’s most costly conflict. Of
the 416,809 enlisted in the four-year campaign, more than
60,000 were killed and 156,000 were wounded, gassed, or
taken prisoner. Those that did return faced the difficulties of
repatriating into society after experiencing the horrors of war.
In May, the Museum of Tropical Queensland in Townsville used
a provision from the matching subsidy to exhibit Shell Shocked:
Australia after Armistice. A travelling exhibition produced by
the National Archives of Australia, the exhibition examines and
remembers the nation’s struggle to recover in the aftermath of
World War 1.
Shell-shocked: Australia after Armistice was complemented by
a range of public programs. These included a free community
workshop showcasing the military records available from the
National Archives of Australia and a photographic display
chronicling the daily life of Townsville’s military personnel.
During the winter school holidays the Museum of Tropical
Queensland delivered Camo Kids in conjunction with the
Lavarack Barracks and the North Queensland Historical
Re-Enactment Society. This two-week program included
presentations by infantry, engineering and communications
units, a demonstration by the Army’s Explosive Device Detection
dogs and displays of military vehicles and equipment giving
visitors an insight into Defense Force life.
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A cupboard
of clothes

Clothes, shoes, handbags and jewellery; beautiful paraphernalia
that provide us with an insight into past eras.
Dressed by the Best: Fashion, Glamour and Gwen Gillam opened
at the Queensland Museum in August. Developed in conjunction
with community and funded by a provision from the matching
subsidy and a generous donation from philanthropist Philip
Bacon AM, this exhibition provided a stylish glimpse of fashion
redolent with Brisbane during the 1950s and 1960s through the
work of influential design icon Gwen Gillam.
In the lead up to opening, the 37 garments displayed in
the exhibition were painstakingly prepared by specialist
conservators on the public floors of the Queensland Museum,
providing visitors the opportunity to observe the exacting
processes required to prepare textile pieces for display.
Nearly 650,000 people visited Dressed by the Best, Fashion,
Glamour and Gwen Gillam during its seven-month display.
The exhibition was supported by an engaging suite of public
programs including a Vintage Fair that attracted thousands
of new visitors and transformed the Whale Mall into a thriving
community space. Audiences were delighted with the peek into
50’s and 60’s Brisbane style, and donors generously gifted their
own Gwen Gillam frocks, with 30 significant additions to the
textile collection.

An imagination
of invention

The art and science of inventing has been around for millennia.
Queensland’s first inventors were the Aboriginal peoples and
Torres Strait Islanders who crafted tools like the woomera
to assist with hunting and gathering. Items in our Cultural
Environments collection allow us to demonstrate technological
advancement and acknowledge the ingenuity, foresight (and
sometimes absurdity) of inventors.

A pile
of rubbish

As a state largely girt by sea, Queensland is home to marine
ecosystems and an abundant sea-life of corals, turtles, dugongs,
crocodiles and birds. Every year, seven billion tonnes of litter
including plastic bags, shoes, timber, rope and tin cans enter
our oceans only to be fatally mistaken for food. Ghost Nets —
abandoned fishing nets — are particularly lethal, roaming
indiscriminately, entangling everything their wake.
Ghost Nets Australia is an alliance of more than 22 Indigenous
communities surrounding the Gulf of Carpentaria who care
for country by removing this killer debris from the coast and
revitalizing it as art. Since launching in 2004, Ghost Net ‘art’
has taken the world by storm, with pieces held in the collections
of the British Museum, National Gallery of Australia and
Queensland Art Gallery.
In June, an enthusiastic band of volunteers led by Ghost
Nets Australia conducted a beach clean-up along the coast
of Mapoon in far north Queensland. More than three tonnes
of rubbish was collected including a whopping 7,000 thongs.
Volunteers sifted through the debris, searching for items that
could be transformed and up-cycled as art. Members of the
Mapoon community, visitors and conservation volunteers
created turtles, crabs, fish, barnacles and corals from recycled
thongs, rope, nets, floats and other refuse, and over time, a
magnificent reef bommie began to take shape.
This stunning bommie is presently showcased in the Coral Coast
exhibition at Queensland Museum. Developed with a generous
bequest, Coral Coast uses art and technology to demonstrate
the impact humans have on our marine environment. The
exhibition features a spectacular, floor to ceiling virtual reef,
complete with three-dimensional models of marine life projected
on the exhibition walls. Computer scientists and visual designers
from The Cube, the state-of-the-art Science and Engineering
Centre at QUT, worked closely with Queensland Museum
Network scientists to ensure that each creature in the virtual
reef looks and behaves as it would in real life.

As a cultural institution, the Queensland Museum Network is
constantly evolving, inventing new ways to engage and adapt to
the changing needs of our audience. The INVENTory, an active,
hands-on learning space at the Queensland Museum, provides
a place where visitors can play, build and design, inventing
their own unique museum experience, from materials found
in everyday life. Inspired by artefacts and specimens from the
State Collection and our current exhibitions, The INVENTory
demonstrates the unexpected ways recycled materials can be
re-imagined and repurposed to invent new art, sculpture and
collection items.
Attracting more than 10,000 people since launching in February,
The INVENTory has been funded by a provision from the
matching subsidy and built almost entirely from sustainable
and recycled materials. During the school holidays, the space
comes alive with themed programs hosted by visiting artists who
bring with them a sense of whimsy and delight as they interpret
the State Collection. Adults and children alike have revelled in
creating dinosaurs made from pegs and cardboard and intricate
paper creations of marvellous monsters.

Garments by the great fashion
maven Gwen Gillam (1917–2001).
State Collection. Featured in the
Dressed by the Best: Fashion,
Glamour and Gwen Gillam
exhibition at Queensland Museum.
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TALKING TAXONOMY

A swarm
of insects

A company
of amber

Queensland Museum Network scientists practice taxonomy —
the science of identifying, describing and naming new species.
Our entomologists describe new species, and are often called
upon to identify insects found in Queensland. Ecologists use this
information, including insect numbers, to compare biodiversity
of similar habitats to determine the (often adverse) effect of
farming, development and other human activities and to inform
future conservation strategies.

Fast-forward to 2003 and locals walking along a remote part
of the Cape York coastline discovered some colourful stones,
the likes of which they had never seen before. These colourful
stones were in fact amber — the fossilised resin of ancient
coniferous trees. Further investigation of the area revealed
Australia’s first major amber deposit. Initial dating indicates the
amber from this site is aged between 12 and 30 million years
old, and, in something akin to Jurassic Park, features inclusions
ranging from flowers, leaves and fungi, air and water bubbles,
small feathers and mammal hairs, and at least 25 different insect
families, providing a rare insight into the flora and fauna of our
ancient past.

Insect biodiversity is an indicator of ecosystem health.
Australia has more than 86,000 documented insect species.
Entomologists estimate there are more than 130,000 species
still waiting to be discovered and described. Today’s rapid
extinction rates mean that some species may die out before
they have been officially named by science. In many cases, this
means we won’t know the role these critters play in maintaining
healthy ecosystems until it is too late.

The Queensland Museum Network’s Backyard Explorer
project equips schools and communities with practical skills
to assess the health of their own backyards. This year, support
from Landcare Australia and a provision from the matching
subsidy allowed Queensland Museum Network entomologists to
travel to 12 regional communities in central, north and far north
Queensland to conduct Backyard Explorer workshops. Over
600 participants, ranging from school and university students,
teachers and environmental organisations attended, learning
the insect trapping and identification process, how to assess
the health of their backyard and, most importantly, proactive
ways to ensure the future preservation of the local environment.

Millions of years ago, the remote Queensland peninsula
now known as Cape York was a filter bridge between
Australia and Papua New Guinea, intermittently linking
and blocking landmasses.

Thanks to generous support from Phil Creaser and the
CREATE Fund, over the next three years the Queensland
Museum Network will add significant holdings of amber to
the State Collection.
Using a photomicroscope, purchased with the support of
our donors, and specialist and synchotron x-ray imaging, our
scientists will identify, describe and photograph the ancient
specimens trapped within the amber, comparing results with
modern species, to learn more about the evolution of one of
Queensland’s key ancient wilderness areas.

A flight
of dragonflies

Dragonflies and damselflies — the Odonata — are some of the
most well recognised and popular insects. Over the course of the
last 151 years, the Queensland Museum Network has collected
over 4,000 Odonata specimens.
Thanks to a generous donation through the Cultural Gifts
Program by odonatologist extraordinaire Deniss Reeves, and
a bequest from the estate of the late naturalist Barry Kenway,
the Queensland Museum Network’s Odonata holdings have
more than doubled to become one of the most comprehensive
and significant collections in Australia in terms of species
representation and geographic coverage.

Field collection of beetles and
bugs including cicadas (Cicadidae),
scarabs (Scarabaeidae), and dor
beetles (Bolboceratidae) awaiting
labels and accessioning into the
State Collection.

Our entomologists have begun the immense, complicated
and delicate task of sorting and storing these specimens in a
specially designed cabinet purchased with generous support
from the Reeves and Kenway families and friends. Once sorted
and stored, each specimen will be catalogued on the Queensland
Museum Network database, ensuring the collection is readily
accessible for research purposes.

22   Queensland Museum Foundation Annual Report 2012–2013

The vertebrae of a 15 metre sub-adult Humpback
Whale Megaptera novaeangliae, being sorted
into order before storage in specialised
environmentally controlled conditions at the
Hendra Annexe. State Collection.

A herd
of dinosaurs

The Queensland Museum Network’s Ancient Environments
collection is one of the largest and most significant in the
southern hemisphere. This collection of seven million fossil
specimens and 82,000 geological and mineral samples allows
our palaeontologists to trace the evolution of flora and fauna
over millions of years and understand how they adapted to
environmental events.
For the past four years, a provision from the matching subsidy
has funded the exploration of the Winton Formation, a layer
of sedimentary rock stretching south from Winton in central
western Queensland into New South Wales and South Australia.
Underneath this seemingly innocuous rock lie the relics of
creatures that lived 90–105 million years ago. Creatures like
Australia’s carnivorous dinosaur, Banjo and the largest known
dinosaurs, enormous titanosaur sauropods Cooper and George.
Continuing support from the Foundation enables
Queensland Museum Network palaeontologists to work
closely with communities in Winton and Eromanga to
excavate, prepare, research, display and publish their fossil
discoveries for public enjoyment.

A shoal
of whales

Whales, dolphins and porpoises — the Cetacea — are marine
mammals characterised by excellent hearing, incredibly
flexible bones (baleen) and a thick layer of insulating blubber.
Commercial whaling began in Australia in the early 18th Century,
and quickly became one of the country’s most profitable
primary industries, baleen required for the production of corsets
and umbrellas and blubber as a base for lamp oil, candles
and soap. In the 1920s, after 100 years of extensive hunting,
Australia’s once abundant whale population plummeted. In
1935 and 1965 laws were passed to protect the Southern Right
Whale Eubalaena australis and Humpback Whale Megaptera
novaeangliae respectively.
Commercial whaling in Australia ceased in 1978. Today, despite
more than 30 years of protection, the future of whales, dolphins
and porpoises remains uncertain, threatened not only by whaling
in international waters, but global warming, pollution, overfishing
and ship strikes.
Under the Nature Conservation (Whales & Dolphins) Plan
1997 (Qld), the Queensland Museum Network has the authority
to procure and retain Cetacean specimens that have perished
from natural causes for scientific study. In 2011 a sub-adult
humpback whale Megaptera novaeangliae died after becoming
stranded at Point Lookout off the coast of North Stradbroke
Island. Queensland Museum Network scientists flensed the
whale before transporting it to the Queensland Museum. Thanks
to generous support from our donors, this impressive skeleton
has been conserved and added to the State Collection.
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Continuing
Projects
A cache of antiquities

Mummy: Secrets of the Tomb — the most successful temporary exhibition
in the 151 year history of the Queensland Museum Network — concluded
in October.
Shown exclusively at the Queensland Museum thanks to presenting
partner Tourism and Events Queensland, principal partner BOQ and
media partner Channel 9, Mummy: Secrets of the Tomb was a combined
3D film and exhibition experience of priceless ancient Egyptian
antiquities from the British Museum.
Over the course of its 185 day exhibition tour, Mummy: Secrets of the
Tomb welcomed 207,399 visitors, generating 51,782 visitor nights and
$5.84 million in direct and incremental spending across the state. The
fascinating, chance discovery of missing Book of the Dead fragments
within the State Collection piqued global media interest leading to
research collaboration opportunities with six international institutions.

A school of students

In September Energex and the Queensland Museum Network were named
Queensland winners of the Visy Arts and Environmental category of the
Australian Business Arts Foundation (AbaF) Awards, acknowledging
best-practice partnerships between business and arts organisations
contributing to environmental sustainability.
This five-year partnership is dedicated to educating and empowering
Queenslanders to make smart energy choices that will preserve our
fragile natural environment. These messages are communicated
in Energex Playasaurus Place, a vibrant outdoor exhibition at the
Queensland Museum.
Since opening in April 2008, this exhibition has been visited
by more than 2.7 million people, including 111,886 students on
organised school excursions. Packed with interactive learning
opportunities, Energex Playasaurus Place is a popular space to rest,
refuel or burn off some energy. Visitors are encouraged to solve
problems and make conscious choices about their personal energy
use under the watchful eyes of TRex and Triceratops.
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The Discovery Centre at Queensland
Museum is a popular hub for
learning about Queensland’s natural
and cultural heritage.
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In focus: a mob of megafauna
Megafauna are an extinct, super-sized species of mammals,
reptiles and marsupials that lived after the age of the dinosaurs
during the Pleistocene Epoch (1.6 million–10,000 years
ago). Some of Australia’s most recognised species include
the enormous wombat-like Diprotodon, the giant kangaroo
Macropus titan, and the marsupial lion Thylacaleo.
In 2008 BHP Billiton Mitsui Coal (hereafter BMC) and local
traditional owners were conducting a routine cultural heritage
survey of their mine site at South Walker Creek west of Nebo
when they found a fossilised bone. Queensland Museum
Network palaeontologists were asked to identify the discovery.
They determined the bone was from the enormous crocodile
Pallimnarchus, an extinct species of megafauna.

Illustration of a small Cretaceous theropod
believed to have been part of the famous
Lark Quarry dinosaur stampede. Illustration
to feature in the Lost Creatures: Stories
from Ancient Queensland exhibition at
Queensland Museum.
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Since then, BMC has worked alongside the Queensland
Museum Network to systematically excavate the site year to
year, to develop conclusive baseline data for tropical Australian
megafauna. In 2011 a broader three-year partnership was
established formalising the commitment to complete annual field
expeditions at South Walker Creek, and supporting a range of
community activities including developing megafauna-themed
learning resources and providing professional support for
collecting institutions in Mackay and Nebo.
In December, the Queensland Museum Network’s Museum
Development Officers completed a thorough assessment
of collections held by 18 community organisations. This
professional service — fully subsidised by BMC as a result of
our partnership — revealed a number of hidden gems including
glass-plate negatives of local flora and fauna species, aerial
photographs of Mackay taken from a box kite, and saddles,
whips and clothing owned by legendary Nebo drover Luke
McCall. Over the course of the assessment process, ten themes
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distinctive to the region emerged. These themes will inform the
Mackay Regional Council’s Heritage Showcase Project, which
aims to establish a heritage facility in the Mackay area.
The new megafauna learning resource kits were launched at the
Historic Nebo Museum in February. These kits feature replicas
of fossils uncovered from South Walker Creek and profiles of
Queensland Museum Network palaeontologists, BMC staff
and the Traditional Owners of the land, providing a real-life
example of the collaborative nature of mining and the way
scientific inquiry and analysis is used to identify discoveries and
understand the way our environment has changed over time.
In August, Queensland Museum Network palaeontologists
led their third field expedition to the South Walker Creek,
revealing spectacular, never-before-seen fossils, from tiny fish
scales to giant limb bones. A key component of the annual
field expeditions are community and school trips to the site.
As well as providing a unique opportunity to actively sift, sieve
and dig for fossils, these engagement activities have created

local ownership and pride in the region’s rich palaeontological
heritage. Back in the lab, our palaeontologists are using
optically stimulated luminescence dating to discern the age of
the recovered megafauna specimens. This dating may help to
determine if the demise of megafauna was the result of human
hunting or climate change.
This partnership demonstrates how business and cultural
organisations can work effectively together, sharing expertise
and resources to strengthen regional communities. Our
collaboration has enabled the discovery and preservation of
amazing regional treasures, and given the Queensland Museum
Network the opportunity to share these fascinating stories
both locally and state-wide through palaeontological field work,
expert museum consultation, hands-on learning resources and
community events. The final component of our partnership will
see development of an exhibition focussing on the lost creatures
of our ancient past scheduled to open in December 2013 at
Queensland Museum, Brisbane.
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A restless flock of Bar-tailed Godwits Limosa
lapponica at Toorbul Point. At the onset of
the Boreal winter Bar-tailed Godwits depart
their Siberian breeding grounds en-masse,
flying non-stop to Moreton Bay, travelling a
whopping 11,000 kilometres in nine days in
search of a warmer clime.

An
of tasks

The Queensland Museum Network is
one of Queensland’s first, most loved
and culturally significant organisations.
And yet, today’s Queensland Museum Network and the world in
which we operate are vastly different from what they were back
when we began in 1862.
Today, we face the challenges of the 21st Century — the digital
technology revolution, a contracting fiscal market, global
competition and an ageing workforce.
Just like the species and cultures our experts study, the
Queensland Museum Network needs to grow and adapt to
changing environments in order to remain relevant and loved
by all Queenslanders.
We intend to meet these challenges head-on, by embarking on
an ambitious program of arts, culture and science experiences
that will spark challenging conversations, inspire new ideas and
allow visitors to actively create experiences.
We will:
• c o-create unique and memorable experiences
with communities
• bring the world’s greatest collections to Queensland
• t ackle contemporary issues with displays of our own
natural and cultural heritage
• engage in business-focussed, entrepreneurial activities
• d evelop collaborative partnerships with contemporaries in
support of our ground-breaking, evidence-based research
• a ttract more visitors than ever before and exceed
their expectations
Guided by these priorities, we will strike a balance between
expert knowledge and compelling outcomes, ensuring that
our leading-edge research and contemporary collecting
endeavours truly connect with audiences in ways that inspire
awe and wonder at the amazing diversity of life and cultures
in Queensland.
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A
of supporters
Supporting the Foundation is a
generous act that creates a lasting
legacy for all Queenslanders.

Corporate
Supporters
The Corporate Club
BHP Billiton Cannington
BHP Billiton Mitsui Coal
Channel 9
Energex Limited
Ergon Energy
Powerlink Queensland
Queensland Office of Liquor
and Gaming Regulation
Tourism and Events Queensland

Corporate Governor
Australian Institute of Marine Science
BOQ
Heritage Bank
Wippells Autos

Corporate Benefactor
Australia Post
Brisbane Marriott Hotel

Corporate Founder
Brisbane Marketing
Singapore Airlines

Corporate Companion
Mitsubishi Electric Australia

Corporate Member
ALS Limited
Toowoomba Field Naturalists Club

Corporate Donor
Quick Tooling
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Individual
Supporters
The Coxen Club

Donor

Clive and Conchita Armitage

Hamish Andreatta

Lorna McGarry

Clive Berghofer AM

Jayne Arlett

Dr Laurel MacIntosh

Benefactor

Susan Bradshaw

Jocelyn Mercer

Evelyn Browne

John Moore

Philip Bacon AM

Joan Bryan

Anthony Morosini

Founder

MW Charlesworth

Brian O’Dell

Winifred Davson

M.A. Olsen

Anonymous

Noel Dawson

Glenn Pearce

Dr Ian Galloway

Tom Edwards

Edward Pocock

Companion

Julie Fisher

Malcolm Pound

Robin T Francis

David Reeves

B. J. Froben

Gregory Reeves

Rev. Derick Furness

F. Schmelzer

Peter Green

Mark Schumann

V. Patricia Gunn

Desley C. Scott

Michael Handley

Louise Shay

Michael Harris

Kathryn Shaw and Family

Peter and Lynette Haselgrove

Faye Shepherd

Pam Hewson

Noela H Shepherd

Barney Hines

Patricia Searle

Francis Hines

Carmen Smith

Harry Hines and Jo-Ann Cochran

Katherine Smith

Judith Hines

Roderick Stirling

Peter Hines and Sally Dillon

Barbara Thelander

John Reid AO
Ashby Utting

Supporter
Paul Crawford
Robert Dumke
Sally Anna Hamilton
Stacey McLean
Lyn Rowland
The Late William Summers
Moore‑Hohenzollern

Daniell Hodder

Rodney Thorburn

Clive Kitchen

Gerald Thurnwald

Jim Leadbetter

Lindsay Trott

Jennifer Loosemore

Jeffery C Walker

Margaret McDonald

Pamela Walsh

Timothy McEwen

Mary-Ann Wheatley

Dominic McGann

Dorothy Weitzel
Donna Young

Thank you
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The
of giving
The Queensland Museum Network has
a long history of research, discovery
and collaboration with communities
We work hard to share stories that matter — to you, and
to Queensland.
And there are so many stories to be told! Stories about the
impact of climate change on Queensland’s flora and fauna from
the time of dinosaurs and megafauna to present day. Stories
about the rich cultural heritage of the Traditional Owners of the
land — the Aboriginal people and Torres Strait Islanders. Stories
about marine creatures found at the depths of the Great Barrier
Reef being used in pharmaceuticals to treat debilitating disease.

Our job is too important to do alone
The resources required to run the Queensland Museum Network
are great. We need your help to create amazing exhibitions,
conduct vital research and share our expertise across the state
and beyond.
Supporting the Queensland Museum Network through a
donation to the Queensland Museum Foundation is a generous
act that creates a lasting legacy for all Queenslanders.
Every gift makes a real difference and will be matched dollar
for dollar by the Queensland Office of Liquor and Gaming
Regulation. And because all administration costs are met by the
Board of the Queensland Museum, every dollar you donate
plays a vital role in ensuring the Queensland Museum Network
provides authentic connections with time and place: past,
present and future.

We need your continued support to keep
shining the light that illuminates our
shared heritage across the state, and out
into the world.
Royal Worcester ‘Children of
the Nations’ series of ceramic
figurines. State Collection.
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Yes! I would like to support the
Queensland Museum Network
My tax deductible* donation will be:
$25

$50

$100

$1,000

My choice $ _________________________________________________________________________
This is a single gift
I wish to repeat my gift over:
2 years

3 years

5 years

Payment options:
Cheque (payable to Queensland Museum Foundation)
Master card

Visa

Name on Card:___________________________________________________________________________
Number: ____

____ ____ ____

Expiry date: _________ / _________

CCV Number:_____________________________

Signature: __________________________________________________________________________________

My details:
Title:

Mr

Mrs

Ms

Dr

Other _____________________

Name:_________________________________________________________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Suburb: ______________________________________________________________________________________
State: ___________________________________ Postcode______________________________________
Phone: _______________________________________________________________________________________
Mobile:________________________________________________________________________________________
Email: _________________________________________________________________________________________

Acknowledgement:
All supporters’ names are acknowledged for the
corresponding year of donation.
How would you like to be acknowledged for your support?
_____________________________________________________________________________
*The Queensland Museum Foundation ABN: 71409081264 is a deductible gift recipient and the
fundraising body for the Queensland Museum Network. Receipts are issued for all donations
and gifts of $2 or more are tax deductible. By completing this form you will automatically be
added to the Queensland Museum Foundation mailing list. We respect your privacy, and will
not share your personal details with any other organisation. If you do not want to receive
future mailings, including our quarterly donor newsletter Antenna, please tick here .

Queensland Museum Foundation
Reply Paid 3300
SOUTH BRISBANE BC QLD 4101

Your stamp on this envelope
adds to your gift!

No stamp required
if posted in Australia
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A sincere thank you to the following people instrumental in
developing this report: Ms Margot Andersen, Mrs Deborah Bailey,
Dr Chris Burwell, Mr Scott Carlile, Dr Jason Elliott, Mr Ben Hamley,
Mr John Horan, Mrs Heather Janetski, Dr Christine Lambkin,
Professor Suzanne Miller, Ms Suzanne Misso, Ms Sonya Peters,
Mrs Lisa Porter, Mr Jeff Powell, Mrs Christine Robertson,
Dr Andrew Rozefelds, Mrs Louise Sturgess, Mr Geoff Thompson,
Mrs Cathy ter Bogt, Mr Peter Tonkin, Dr Michael Westaway,
Mrs Susan Wright.
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